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REKINDLING THE GIFT THAT IS ST. PETER’S SEMINARY



ST. PETER’S SEMINARY AND THE ANNUAL PARISH APPEAL 
LET THE SPIRIT MOVE AROUND US AND THROUGH US

HOW ST. PETER’S SEMINARY BENEFITS PARISHES OF THE DIOCESE OF LONDON

God willing, for his first solemn Mass, Diocese of London 
deacon and seminarian Phil Guimaraes has asked his friend 

and mentor Fr. Alan Dufraimont to preach.  Phil’s journey to the 
priesthood has been singular. After the tragic loss of his spouse, 
Phil left business life behind.  Over time, he started to feel the pull 
of St. Peter’s Seminary.  Fr. Alan, a graduate of St. Peter’s ordained 
in 1976, suggested he enrol in the permanent diaconate program 
at the Seminary.  But soon there were voices calling to him to 
take another step--the priesthood. “When that happens”, said Fr. 
Michael Prieur, “it could be the Holy Spirit speaking.”  Phil heard 
the call.

During Deacon Phil’s formation, his inspiration has been Fr. Alan’s 
example of pastoral care.  “When I saw him in action over many 
years, his kindness, compassion, welcoming attitude towards 
everyone, and amazing work ethic--this was the kind of priest I 
wanted to become.”  Moreover, Phil felt, that as a mature candidate, 
his own life experience, in addition to formation at the Seminary, 

has readied him for the life of service to God’s people, to build 
community and live out the example of Jesus. 

Each of the 36 other seminarians in formation at St. Peter’s Seminary 
regardless of age can recount similar stories of surprising life 
changes, searching, mentorship, guidance and self-examination.  
So too can the 17 men in formation to become deacons, and 
women and men in lay ministry.  They will leave the Seminary 
community “filled with the Holy Spirit” to minister in parishes in 
the Diocese of London, and in parish communities and missions 
throughout Canada.  

The Parish Appeal for the Seminary provides a concrete 
opportunity for each parishioner to invest in new vocations at St. 
Peter’s Seminary and help chart the course of the Church of the 
future.  As St. John Paul II  reminded us, vocations to ministry are 
the responsibility of us all.  Please support St. Peter’s Seminary as 
your circumstances allow. 

• As a local, reliable centre of formation for Catholic faith 
leaders as priests, permanent deacons,  and lay ministers

• As a future formation resource to prepare people for work 
in newly emerging roles for the Diocese’s plan for families of 
parishes

• As a partner with the Diocese and parishes in the ongoing 
formation of our parish priests

• As a centre for advanced studies in the Catholic faith through 
the M.Div. and other lay studies programs

• As a provider of parish nursing preparation

• As a resource to help address specific learning and spiritual 
needs in our parishes, including the collection of the A.P. 
Mahoney Library 

• As a partner with King’s University College in teaching 
undergraduate courses, available to students in our Diocese

• As a space of beauty and tranquillity for meetings, retreats 
and gatherings of Catholic groups and institutions



 

The Seminary relies on this Appeal for 10% of its annual operating budget 
and for capital contributions to the Seminary’s modernization, now 

entering its final phase.

THE PARISH APPEAL’S ROLE

“St. Peter’s Seminary is an essential part of the Church in our diocese 
and throughout Canada.  It is a place where the changing realities of 
our Church call forth responses from men and women who seek to 

live as authentic disciples of Jesus, and are prepared to work faithfully 
to build communities of discipleship to the benefit of people in every 

corner of society.” 
Rev. David Butler, Stratford

GIVING TO THE 2020 ANNUAL PARISH APPEAL

Unless otherwise specified by the donor, each gift to the Annual Parish 
Appeal will be shared between the capital and operational objectives of the 

Seminary on an approximate 60/40 basis. Donors may wish to bear the following 
in mind when deciding on their contribution:

• Gifts may be sent directly to the Seminary Foundation in the stamped 
envelope attached to this brochure, or may be collected by the parish as 
part of a collective parish gift— your parish team may express a preference

• Online gifts may be received and receipted by Canada Helps at: https://www.
canadahelps.org/en/dn/39920

• Gifts may be pledged over a four-year pledge period or by arrangement 
with the Seminary Foundation

• Gifts which result in $2500 or greater towards capital are eligible for unique 
recognition on  the Rekindling the Gift donor wall at the Seminary     

• Gifts will generate a tax credit for the donor

• Individual donors may join with others in groups to make gifts given for 
naming purposes

• Gifts of marketable securities or life insurance can be received and 
receipted (contact the Seminary Foundation in advance)



“The heart of the Good Shepherd tells us that  
his love is limitless. It is never exhausted and 

never gives up” 
Pope Francis, 3 June 2016

 

THE
Rekindling

Gift

2020 ANNUAL 
Parish Appeal
F O R  S T .  P E T E R ’ S  S E M I N A R Y

For additional giving opportunities and details, contact: 
David Howie, Executive Director of St. Peter’s Seminary Foundation 

519-432-0101  |  888-548-9649 x240  |  david.howie@spseminary.ca

1040 Waterloo Street
London Ontario, Canada N6A 3Y1

1-888-548-9649

WHAT HAS BEEN FUNDED AND COMPLETED SINCE 2017?

HOW MUCH WILL BE LEFT TO FUNDRAISE?

WHAT OTHER FUNDED PROJECTS 
WILL BE COMPLETED BY  

NOVEMBER 2020?

WHAT WILL REMAIN TO BE DONE?

• A new slate roof, fully insulated
• Re-pointed stonework and insulation added to walls
• A new efficient heating, ventilation and air-

conditioning system
• New residential suites for 12 faculty and visitors
• New residences for 40 seminarians, with small 

common lounges, shared laundry
• The new Chapel of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

has been consecrated

• New elevator
• New food preparation area
• Modernized refectory dining with separate small 

group dining area
• Tenants have relocated: Save A Family Plan, St. 

Peter’s Seminary Foundation, Diocese of London 
Marriage Tribunal

• Ongoing program of windows replacement
• New, accessible building entrance, parking and 

vehicle/pedestrian access from Waterloo Street

For this $35 million project, the final $3 million will need to be raised, thanks to the support 
 of the Dioceses of London and Hamilton, and to thousands of individual and group supporters  

from across Canada!

• Academic complex of 5 new well-equipped 
classrooms

• Remaining required life safety improvements

• Renovation of final group of 18 seminarian 
residences and ancillary spaces

• Improvements to faculty offices
• Replanting program for grounds and 

installation of grotto


